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out a civilization in the howling wilderness. This crisis, it
seemed, had no precedent* Poverty was everywhere; cornered
by it, the jobless man now felt something resembling claus-
trophobia*
A case history from the files of the California State Unem-
ployment Commission in 1932 will illustrate the difference*
This octogenarian had struck many ups and downs since that
day in 1873 when, as he recalled, he was working in New
York City and
the bank of Jay Cooke and Company broke and my boss
closed up and I was thrown out of work and I became a
tramp* * * * At that time the whole West was open to home-
steaders* At that time the mountains were honeycombed
with new homes, and new mines that were being opened*
At that time railroads had been building all over the country*
From a tramp he became a section hand, and after that em-
ployment was steady, first as a coal miner and later a grocer,
until by 1890 he found himself "a fairly well-to-do busi-
ness man*0 But the Panic of 1893 cleaned him out, and once
more he took to the road as a wanderer until in 1895 he
succumbed to the lure of California and managed to raise
enough cash to grubstake him in ranching. Life again became
easier as he accumulated another competence* Now in old age
he had lost everything, and in his bones he knew this was
worse and different. "There isn't an acre of decent land to be
had for homesteading. There isn't a railroad to be built any-
where/' he reflected. "Years ago Horace Greeley made a state-
ment, 'Young man, go West and grow up with the country*'
Were he living today, he would make the statement, 'Go
West, young man, and drown yourself in the Pacific Ocean/
like the lemmings do in Norway/* There was no farther
range*
An idle man seeking to rationalize his plight was apt to
follow one of several roads* If he saw it as the result of ma-
chines supplanting men, he might take it all pretty calmly

